WHarine Biodéversity of Putau Layang Layang Matayoia

Table 1: Number and species of giant clam at each sampling sites

Site T.crocea T squamosa T.maxima T gigas H. hippopus Depth (f)
Gorgonian Forest 2 4 0 3 0 30"
Navigator Lane 6 0 0 0 1 30'-40'
D'wall 5 0 2 0 0 5'-10'
Wrasse strip 8 5 0 1 0 35
Valley 7 3 0 0 0 -
Coral Café 8 13 0 1 0 30-50'
Crack Reef 20 8 0 1 0 -

Mid Reef 15 4 6 0 0 -
Seagrass bed 0 0 0 0 0 15-20'
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Figure 2: Number of Giant clam species

Discussion

Our study shows that Layang Layang Island is rich in giant clams, compared to other area in
Malaysia. Altogether 123 individual giant clams from five species Tridacna crocea, T. maxima, T.
squamosa, T. gigas and Hippopus-hippopus were found during this study.

The Layang Layang Island environment is suitable for giant clams. Its clear water with
visibility averaging 50-60m is very suitable for giant clams because the zooxanthellae
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