WHanine Biodivensety of Paban Lagang Layang WHalaysia

Materials and Methods

The study was conducted at Pulau Layang Layang (7° 22.5'N, 113° 49.0'E), an atoll located
atsome 300km northwest of Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia (Fig. 1). The size of the island is about
1.2km x 200m and its pristine and extremely clear water have been reputed to be among the best
diving spots in the world.

Asurvey trip was organised from 16 to 23 July 2002 and was led by the senior author. Travel
toand from the island was by a 26-seater plane from Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. Daily daytime duties of
the research team were divided into conducting surveys on marine turtles by means of SCUBA
diving, snorkeling, sighting and using a questionnaire. For on board sightings and diving purposes,
a catamaran-type fibreglass boat measuring 7m long and equipped with two 90 HP outboard
engines was chartered. The GPS model Garmin 12 XL was used to record the locations of study
sites and animals. Binoculars of 7 X 50 magnification were also used for sighting animals in addition
to the use of the naked eye for observation.
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Figure 1: Map showing the location of study site, PLL in the South China Sea
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